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Pet dog attacks baby  
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By LONNIE MACK 
STAFF WRITER 

SOUTH BRUNSWICK: A 3-month-old boy was hospitalized in serious 
condition Tuesday night after he was attacked by the family pet, an 85-
pound Akita.  

The 14-pound boy suffered more than 20 puncture wounds below the 
chest area in the legs, buttocks and stomach, according to detective 
Jim Ryan.  

"It was the most severe injury I've seen on any young child," said Ryan, 
who arrived at the apartment after the first police officers to respond. "It 
was disturbing."  

The boy was transported to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
in New Brunswick, where he was admitted to the Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit in serious condition.  

Ryan, who did not identify the boy or his parents, said doctors at the 
hospital reported the baby's prognosis is good.  

The attack occurred in the living room of the family's town house on 
Elm Court in the Whispering Woods condominium complex off Route 1 
after the boy's mother momentarily left the room to go to another part of 
the house.  

When she returned, Ryan said, she found the baby, who had been 
secured in a reclining baby chair, wounded and bleeding.  

The 5-year-old dog was sitting calmly nearby, Ryan said.  

The baby's soiled diaper had been ripped off and was on the floor near 
the baby chair. The dog, Ryan said, had a history of getting into the 
trash to get the child's soiled diapers.  

Ryan said the dog had no history of being aggressive, vicious or violent. 
Police speculate that it was the baby's soiled diaper that prompted the 
attack.  

When police arrived, the baby was awake but in shock, Ryan said,.  

The boy's father was not home when the attack occurred, Ryan said.  

The dog remained in the house with police for about an hour during the 
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investigation and was calm, according to Ryan. He said the dog did not 
bark or growl while officers were on the scene.  

The dog is now in the custody of municipal animal-control officials, 
Ryan said. It will be quarantined for 10 days until animal-control and 
health officers decide what action should be taken.  

Ryan said the preliminary investigation revealed no evidence of any 
criminal act.  

"It just appears to be a terrible incident," he said, adding that neighbors 
who were interviewed, including those whose children had been around 
the dog, indicated the dog was calm and friendly.  

Contributing: © copyright 2003 The Associated Press  

Send the Home News Tribune feedback about this story. 

Subscribe Now! to the Home News Tribune. It's EZ. 

Previous page  |  Top of page

                                       
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                              
     

 

 

• Crossword 
• Comics 

 
• Horoscopes 
• Central NJ Guide 
• Horse Racing 
• Auto Racing 
• E the People 
• Space.com 
• USA Weekend 
• Personals 

 NIE
• Main Page 
• Activities Calendar 
• Student Voices 
• For Teachers 
• For Sponsors 

INJersey Gannett Foundation Our History Gannett
Copyright © 1997-2003 IN Jersey. 

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service (updated 01/01/03). 
Site design by IN Jersey / Contact us. 

Page 2 of 2Home News Tribune | Story

2/24/2004http://www.thnt.com/thnt/story/0,21282,861375,00.html



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


