
News - Falkirk Today: News, Sport, Jobs, Property, Cars, Entertainment... http://www.falkirktoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=927&Artic...

1 of 2 12/24/2006 11:17 AM

Home Skip Navigation Sitemap Contact Us Disability Statement

Sun December 24 2006 

News In Brief

Teigan prepares for a 
new fight
But Christmas 
celebrations come first 
for brave toddler...
more »

Talks loom in council 
pay dispute
Hope that result may 
be found...
more »

Man charged over 
thefts
Crime spree police 
act...
more »

Taking the pain out of 
shopping
A guide to safe festive 
buying...
more »

Plea after school 
incident
Police keen to trace 
man...
more »

Water left pouring into 
couple's home
Council blames 
'oversight' for delay in 
getting job done...
more »

Sports talks go on
New plans being 
drawn up...
more »

Counter closure
Opposition to PO 
cutbacks...
more »

Rescue team saves 
wedding dreams
Bride-to-be's dress is 
saved as flood waters 
rise...
more »

News   

Enter Search Text: Search Type:
NormalNormal Search

Advanced Search

Police hunt dog after attack on girl
Child left covered in blood

POLICE are hunting a stray dog that bit a youngster in the face.
Little Elise MacGregor was attacked as she played in the public park behind her home in Larbert.
Her frantic mum rushed the eight-year-old, who was "covered in blood", to Falkirk Royal Infirmary. 
Her injuries were found not to be serious, but Central Scotland Police has launched an urgent 
public appeal to trace the owner of the rogue 'alsatian-type' animal, fearing it could strike again.
Gayle MacGregor shares their concerns.
From her home in St George's Court she said: "I'm a dog lover and have two Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers as pets. 
''Elise and her big sister, Lyona, have been brought up with them and are used to having them 
around. 
''The girls know you have to treat a dog with respect, but I'm worried what could happen if a 
youngster who has no experience of dogs and no fear of them comes across this animal and tries 
to pet it."
Last Wednesday's drama happened after Elise got home from Larbert Village School.
Her mum said: "She went out to play and, a few minutes later, I heard her screaming. 
''I rushed out and met a neighbour who said Elise had been bitten by a dog after she had put her 
hand out to it. Elise was crying and there was blood pouring from her mouth."
The family rushed to hospital where staff were able to reassure them Elise was not as badly hurt as
first feared.
"She had been bitten on the neck and mouth but, after the nurse cleaned the wounds up and gave 
her antibiotics, she was fine,'' said Mrs McGregor.
''She is going to be okay but it could easily have been a lot worse. My daughter was very lucky, but 
I dread to think what could happen to another child if this dog is not found quickly."
A police spokesman said: "It's fortunate the girl was not badly injured, but we would like to speak to
whoever owns this animal, which was seen roaming in and around the St George's Court area 
before Wednesday's incident, as a matter of urgency."
Stenhousemuir Police can be contacted on (01324) 562112.
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