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Pyrenees suspected in Franklin Co. dog 
mauling can live
By LEON ALLIGOOD
Staff writer

Two Great Pyrenees dogs suspected in the mauling death of a Franklin County woman 
will not be put down after DNA testing was inconclusive as to whether they participated in 
the attack, according to District Attorney Mike Taylor.

As a result of the testing by the Veterinary Genetics Laboratory at the University of
California-Davis, Taylor said his office “is not able to take legal action to dispose of Dr.
Gammada’s dogs.”

Dianna Acklen, 60, a library clerk, was killed in a dog attack last May.

PAcklen was killed as she went on her daily walk down Knight Church Road in rural
Franklin County. Three dogs were initially implicated in the attack by authorities: the
Great Pyrenees owned by Dr. Ephraim Gammada, and a mixed breed owned by Ronnie
Swann, both of whom are Acklen’s neighbors.

The mixed breed was put to sleep within days of the attack, but the Gammadas refused to 
relinquish their animals. Dr. Gammada, in several interviews, said his pets were in their 
pen when he left his house that day and were in their pen when he returned.

The DNA testing by UC-Davis confirmed that the mixed breed was involved in the attack,
but reported “at least four other dogs were involved.”

Dianna Acklen suffered between 200 and 300 dog bits on her arms, legs and torso.
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Any dog can bite. Dogs should be judged by temperment not breed. According to Karen Delise, of
the National Canine Research Council, 90% of all fatal dog attacks involve unsterilized dogs. 81% of
the dogs are used for guarding or fighitng. 61% are abused or neglected or improperly maintained-
allowed to roam or tethered. Since 1963 chained or tethered dogs have been involved in 25% of
fatal dog attacks. 

Breed bans don't protect the public, good generic dangerous dog laws that are enforced do.
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Posted: Wed Dec 20, 2006 9:51 am

Who cares? Kill all pit bulls he said facetiously. 

Posted: Tue Dec 19, 2006 6:23 pm

Can I get a part time job with the Tennessean? Seems to me you need to hire someone to format

and proof before you go to print. Errors happen but when it is your job, that's pretty bad. 

Posted: Tue Dec 19, 2006 3:19 pm
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