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Deer killed after attack on woman and her dog
By CAROLYNN BRIGHT - IR Staff Writer - 06/15/06

A game warden shot and killed a mule deer doe Wednesday morning after it attacked a Helena resident and her
dog in her yard.

Randy Arnold, of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, said he was called to an address on the 1100 block of Townsend just
after 9 a.m. by the Helena Police Department’s animal control officer who responded to a report of an aggressive deer in
the area.

When Arnold arrived at the residence, the homeowner explained to him that she had only just put her dog outside when she
glanced back and saw a deer kicking and attacking it.

When the woman ran into the yard and tried to intervene, the deer turned on her, kicking her in the stomach and legs.

Arnold said the woman was finally able to grab her dog and run back inside the house, at which time she called police.

By the time Arnold arrived at the address, the deer had wandered into a neighboring yard and was no longer showing signs
of aggressive behavior.

“She just seemed to be standing her ground,” he
said.

Even so, Arnold said he determined that the attack
on the homeowner and her pet was of concern, and
the deer should be destroyed.

“It’s abnormal for a deer to attack a person,” said
Arnold, adding that it is more common for a deer to
become aggressive toward a dog. “But these deer
have been living with people for generations.”

The game warden said the deer was clearly
accustomed to being around people. That,
combined with the fact the doe was lactating,
resulted in Wednesday’s incident, he said.

While Arnold assumes the deer had a fawn hidden
in the area — and she probably thought she was
defending it from the dog and the homeowner — he
was unable to locate the baby after shooting its
mother.

Should the fawn be found in coming days, Arnold said, game wardens would have to make a decision about whether to
euthanize the animal. He said that likely would be the course of action.

Arnold said this is the time of year that does are having their babies, and it’s a good idea for people to give them a wide
berth.

Also, he reminded area residents to refrain from touching fawns they might discover hidden in their yards. Generally, the
mothers return to care for their young, and hide them only for brief periods of time when they need to be away.

Helena Police Chief Troy McGee said his officers have responded to a few calls in the past couple of weeks about
aggressive does, or fawns that appear to have been abandoned by their mothers.

Just last week, officers were called to a home on the 1800 block of Belt View about another doe that had apparently
attacked a dog.
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Aggressive Deer
TOO bad the woman decided to intervene on her dogs behalf. NOW there is one or more fawns roaming Helena
without a mother. WHAT part of this time of year don't people in this town understand. DEER are giving birth in every
corner of Helena and us DUMB humans should be weary of them. WHILE delivering newspapers a couple of mornings
ago, there was a doe with two fawns standing in the middle of the intersection. As I got closer to the intersection the
doe was walking circles around her fawns to protect them. SINCE I'm smart enough to steer clear by taking a course
which took me away from them, the doe no longer thought I was a threat to her fawns. LETS NOT FORGET: Wildlife
was wandering through Helena long before this city was ever founded. ALSO REMEMBER: The more WE encroach
upon their environment, the more they will become part of ours.
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