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Mum's shock at dog 

attack 
12 July 2007 | 08:06 

   
WILL GRAHAME-CLARKE 

A MOTHER told last night how she watched in 

horror as a barking Alsatian ran up to her baby 

daughter and then attacked a man who went to 

rescue the child. 

 

The animal, which had another dog close 

behind it, was barking furiously in the one-

year-old's face as she sat in her pram. Anthony 

Bird went to help her but was bitten before 

dragging the dog away from the terrified 

youngster. 

 

Joanna Balls, of Jubilee Road, Sudbury, who 

said she was “frozen” to the spot during the 

ordeal, welcomed a court's decision yesterday 

not to put down the animal. 

 

However, the mother, whose daughter Kelsey 

escaped injury during the incident on March 8, 

called for the dog, owned by Kevin Strudwick, 

of Suffolk Road, Sudbury, to be muzzled. 

 

Yesterday, Strudwick, who has 10 years' 

experience handling rescued Alsatian-type 

dogs, pleaded guilty at Sudbury Magistrates 

Court to a charge of having a dog out of 

control. 

 

David Hutson, prosecuting, said the charge 

against Strudwick was at the “lower end of the 

scale” and he would not be pressing the 

magistrates to order the dog to be destroyed - 

despite the fact it “drew blood” from Mr Bird. 

 

Mr Hutson said the defendant's mother had 

accidentally allowed the dog to escape: “The 

dog was out of control for only a few minutes. 

It was not a case of someone allowing a dog to 

run wild.” 

 

Helen Booth, defending asthmatic Strudwick, 

told the court that earlier that day the 44-year-

old defendant returned home with his mother 

and was in some distress brought on by his 

medical condition. 

 

As the pair entered the house his dog, named 

Duke, and another dog, a younger Alsatian-

cross called Ben, dashed through the open door 

and across the street toward Mr Bird, Ms Ball 
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and her daughter. 

 

“The dogs were keen to see their owner and 

keen to see the door was open,” she said. “It 

was an accident. These are dogs which are well 

cared for and controlled animals.” 

 

Helen Williams, presiding magistrate, said the 

court would not make a destruction order but 

ordered Strudwick to keep the dogs leashed in 

public and for him to pay £50 costs. 

 

Speaking after the case Ms Ball said: “It was 

really scary. I was worried for the safety of my 

daughter - the dog was barking right in her 

face. Anthony went to protect the pram but 

was bitten.” 

 

However, she said the dog should not be 

destroyed: “I think it should be muzzled at all 

times. He didn't have it under control - I don't 

how long it took him (Strudwick) to catch it, I 

was just frozen to the spot.” 

 

Strudwick, also speaking after the case, said: 

“It was an unfortunate accident. They are 

friendly dogs and I'm just relieved this is over.” 
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