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Dog Bite Victim May Need Rabies Shots

A 13-year-old boy and his family hope the owner of a dog that
bit him will come forward. The search for that dog is one of two
underway in Sioux Falls right now.

Just after 12 a.m. Monday morning, a pit bull bit a woman on
the hand on Minnesota Avenue. And it was last week that the
teenager riding his bike was bit by a German Shepherd type
dog.

There are usually about 250 bite reports per year in Sioux Falls.
Just six months into 2007, and police have already responded
to 200 reports. Because the dogs and their owners aren't found
in all cases, the victims have to have a series of rabies shots
because nobody knows the animal's history.

And that's what will happen to a 13-year-old Sioux Falls boy if
the owner of the German Shepherd that bit him doesn't come
forward in the next few days.

As 13-year-old Nick Deutscher rides through Lions Centennial
Park tonight, the scars from his last bike ride in this same park
can still be seen.
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Victim's mother Maureen Deutscher says, "He realizes he may
have to undergo the rabies series here in the next few days."

Deutscher and his friends were riding down this bike trail last
Wednesday night when a German Shepherd without a leash
lunged at him and bit his ankle.

Deutscher says, "The dog that bit him had something around it's nose I believe, so what it did is just pull a
chunk out of the side of his ankle, it wasn't able to get in his bone or tendons."

While the dog's bite didn't go deep, Deutscher now faces a series of nine shots for rabies over the next few
weeks because the animal's owners haven't been found.

Deutscher says, "As a parent when there's that even that slim chance that your child could have something
like a rabies disease you worry."

Deutscher's mom, Maureen, says they have to decide in the next few days whether the teenager will get the
rabies shots, but they hope it won't come to that.

Deutscher says, "We're just so hopeful the owners would come forward and that we could just resolve this
without any conflict and we can all go on our ways unfortunate things happen and we understand that and
our concern is for Nick, we just want the best for him."

Animal Control says charges are not usually filed in animal bite cases, but it needs to know the dog's history
to determine if the victim has to get the rabies shots.

In this case, police are looking for a white man in his 30's with an average build, short hair, and a black
beard. He was with a white female and their two German Shepherd-type dogs, one was brown and white,
and one was gray and white.

Ben Dunsmoor
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