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Joseph recovering at home after his ordeal.  
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Dog in terror attack 

Exclusive by Chris Jones  
10/ 7/2008 
 

AN EIGHT-year-old boy is recovering at home after being savaged by a dog in a terrifying attack. 

Brave Joseph Ray was set upon by an English bull terrier at the Lancashire Fold in Alkrington as he and his 
family enjoyed a meal to celebrate his mother's birthday on Sunday evening (6 July). 

His father, Ian, spoke of how he had to wrestle his son's leg out of the dog's jaws after the Alkrington Primary 
pupil was set upon by the animal. 

He said: "My son had just gone to the toilet, when we heard this screaming coming from the lounge. 

"I went through and saw the dog had locked onto my son's leg. 

"There was a crowd of people that I had to push past and jumped on the dog try and get it to loosen its grip on 
my son. 

"I managed to get it off, but people were hysterical." 

Man United fanatic Joseph was rushed to Booth Hall hospital after the attack, where he was treated for bites 
to his leg and was prescribed anti-biotics. He is now recovering at home. 

During the attack, the dog, that had been brought into the bar by another couple, gripped onto Joseph's leg 
between his shin and knee. 

The animal's teeth dug so deeply into his leg doctors were unable to stitch the wounds back together, and the 
family now face an anxious wait to find out if Joseph will require a skin graft on his injuries. 

His father said he wants the dog to be destroyed after it attacked his son. 

"The dog must have been about ten stone and it wasn't muzzled or anything. I understand it has attacked 
before and I think it should be destroyed in case it does it again. 

"There were lots of toddlers in the bar at the time and this could quite easily have been a manslaughter 
charge if it got hold of one of them. 

"I'd also like to say thank you as well to everyone in the bar who helped me get the dog off my son." 

No-one from the Lancashire Fold was available for comment at time of press. 

A spokesperson for GMP confirmed they attended the scene shortly before 6.40pm on Sunday following reports 
a dog had bitten a child.  
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Police attended and found a boy with injuries to his leg.  

He was taken to hospital for treatment but later released.  

Police are continuing their inquiries. 
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   How come the dog was in the pub in the first place??. Are dogs allowed to be in a public house??. Where was 
the owner of the dog?. There are a lot of questions that need to be answered here. This poor boy must have 
been terrified, I hope you get over this and start to feel better soon Joseph.  
catherine buckley 
11/07/2008 at 03:09  
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