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Dog bites worker at VIC; owner leaves her wonderin
if it had its rabies shots

:] YI DAN % + # %66/ %

#% 71
1# SARANAC LAKE — When a dog bites someone, it's ngually a frontpage Ihditondack
G news story. But when it occurs on a public trailgd avhen the dog owner flees -

%% #% % % leaving the victim wondering whether or not the dagl its rabies shots, these’ ‘

% # more of a public interest. S
(% #
3:2 " Camille Burns, a naturalist at the Visitor Inteigpre Center in Paul Smiths, w
T % snowshoeing the VIG Tamarack trail around 3:45 p.m. Sunday when ahea

(% large brown dog in the distance approaching hee. ddgs owner, a man on sk

in his late 40s, was farther behind. ADIRONDACK.
Ty Menicar CENTER
1% “The dog was off leash, and it was quite a waysadhef its owner,’Burns said
(% “The dog was running. | stepped off the trail beedutought the dog was goi

to pass me. It slowed down as it approached nggoWled, and then it lunged
me. It bit me on my right leg.”

- % .

L% Burns guessed the dog was a chocolate Labradoranix,Chesapeake. It ha
T square jaw, and its ears hung down. The owner waeaskis, and from the w

o £ he was skiing, Burns could tell he was experienced. High Peaks
*+0& +l)/(;’/#1 & " [ ” H “ H H il ”mp!ce &
I The owner approached me,” Burns said. “I said, u¥alog bit me. H% asket  pojfiative Care

o where, and | told him it was on my leg. | showegh [ai tear in my pants. ;

#

el Burns asked him for a name, and he said “Bill W4l3te owner then started %

I ski away, and the dog took off, running ahead of.hi
— “l interrupted him,” Burns said.l“said | was in a lot of pain, and | told him

+ + %# 1 A n U state

3 48" needed to come back to the building. P I NYL
1

Lifestyles The man apologized for his dog, and started skiavgard the building, tellin Graphics
;% $ % Burns he would meet her there. He never showedmg eventually BUrNS We | ——
s 0 out into the woods with some of her colleaguestmf the dog’s tracks. \vehicle Lettering,
) % #5) % #

! #0/# “We were able to track the dog to Keese Mills Rdady point where it looke

,° like there was a vehicle parked,” Burns said@hé state police have be

/ notified.”
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Burns went to the hospital afterward.

“He broke skin, but it's a surface bite,” Burnsddil didn’t need stitches, but n
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skin is torn, and it was bleeding.”

Burns said she is not interested in pressing clsargige just wants to see
dog’s immunization records to know if it has been vaataéd for rabies. If st
doesnt know by Wednesday, she will have to get hersaticinated, a process
six painful shots over the course of a month.

“All I want to know is if the dog had its rabieso@nation,” Burns said. “Thad’
my main concern. I'm not looking to press chardegn’t want to arrest the gu
| just want to know if his dog has been vaccinatbdcause i a nast
vaccination and | don’t want to receive it.”

The owner, or anyone else with any information, edher call the VIC at 327-
3000 or Burns at 593-0148.

Contact Nathan Brown at 89600 ext. 26 C
nbrown@adirondackdailyenterprise.com

Letter to the Editor: "Did the dog have its ralsbets?"

To the editor:

To the owner of the dog that bit me:

While you were skiing at the VIC in Paul Smiths $unday, March 16, at abc
3:40 p.m. your big brown dog bit me and broke tkim.sYou said you woul
meet me at the building, but you never showed up.

I now have two options: receive a mombimg series of painful rabies shots
obtain proof of your dog rabies vaccination. All | am asking from you reqf
your dog has been vaccinated for rabies. Pleas¢heéloright thing. This i
extremely time sensitive. Please contact me as as@ossible at 518-593-0148.
Camille Burns

Saranac Lake
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