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NEWS 

Swan dies after Broads dog attack 

 
 
02 January 2009 16:47 
 
 
A warning for dog walkers to keep their pets under control in the 
countryside has come from a Norfolk animal rescue centre after a swan 
was savaged to death. 
 
The adult mute swan died from “horrific” bite injuries to the neck and 
chest in the attack between Stokesey and Billockby in the Broads. 
 
A team from the Seal and Bird Rescue Centre from Ridlington in north 
Norfolk went to the scene after people who witnessed the attack 
thought the bird might still be alive. 
 
But trustee Daniel Goldsmith said the swan had “no chance of 
surviving.” 
 
Witnesses said the black Labrador-sized dog, which was with a party of 
people out walking, ran across the marshes towards three swans. Two 
escaped but the third was grabbed by the dog.  
 
Mr Goldsmith said the incident was being reported to police, and it 
highlighted the need for people to keep their dogs under control in the 
countryside, especially when walking near wild and farm animals. 
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