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Woman attacked by pack of dogs in Oak Cliff 
02:32 PM CDT on Friday, May 22, 2009 

By ERIC AASEN / The Dallas Morning News  
eaasen@dallasnews.com 

A 37-year-old woman was hospitalized this morning after she was attacked by five dogs in South Oak 
Cliff.  

The attack happened about 6 a.m. in the 2100 block of Lamont Avenue, near Woodin Boulevard, 
according to Dallas police. Erica Johnson was transported to Methodist Dallas Medical Center, where 
she was listed in fair condition.  

A neighbor, who declined to give his name, said he heard a woman screaming early this morning and 
called 911.  

Dallas Animal Services says the attack happened after the victim was carrying a large stick while 
walking by the home of the dogs’ owner. He warned the woman not to wave the stick because it would 
irritate the dogs.  

The five dogs, each a ridgeback-heeler mix, jumped the fence and ran after her, biting her in the torso, 
on the back and on both arms, said Kent Robertson, animal services’ division manager.  

The dogs' owner, 76-year-old H.J. Whitmill, tried to pull the dogs off the woman and was scratched 
himself. Police said he refused medical treatment.  

Neighbors said that motorists had driven by during the attack, and that no one assisted the woman 
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because of the dogs.  

Animal Services quarantined the five dogs and issued the owner several citations for lacking current 
rabies vaccination and registration. Other citations were issued for not having spayed or neutered dogs. 
In addition, the owner was issued a 10-day notice to repair his fence so his dogs can’t escape.  

Six other dogs remained in the yard at the home this morning.  

Dallas police Senior Cpl. Gerry Monreal said the relationship between Johnson and Whitmill was 
unclear.  
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