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New details emerge from Saturday's dog
attack

Submitted by Robby Douglas on Mon, 10/26/2009 - 3:18pm.

New details have emerged about a Citrus County man attacked by his neighbor's dogs on
Saturday.

According to the Citrus County Sheriff's Office, the man who was attacked, Rirchard Catt, 51, is
a resident of Dunnellon, not Crystal River.

A CCSO deputy's report indicates he arrived at 3:32 p.m. at the residence, 8270 West Charlynn
Lane, and saw a four-wheel ATV headed toward him that was being driven by Theodore Linn,
Catt's next-door neighbor. Alongside the vehicle was Linn's wife, Sara-Jo, who was
accompaning the ATV to the gate, and trying to keep the mastiff dogs away from the vehicle.
Once the gates were closed, the dogs didn't present a problem.

The officer saw that Catt had sustained serious injuires to his arms, legs and back of the head,
and was beginning to drift in and out of consciousness.

The deputy's nvestigation showed that Linn and Catt had been on each others' property in the
past. On Saturday, when Catt saw his dog crawl under the fence onto Linn's property, he
hopped the fence when he saw Linn's dogs attacking it. Catt was able to rescue the animal, but
three of Linn's four other dogs attacked him after he put his pet back over the fence into his
yard.

Mrs. Linn was on her property, saw Catt beng attacked and yelled for her husband who, still
inside their home, didn't hear hear at first. As she attempted to extricate Catt, she sustained
injuries to her hand and feet, and yelled for her husband, who heard her and came outside to
get the dogs away from Catt. He then put Catt in the ATV.

Catt was treated for his injuries, and then airlifted to Shand's hospital for further treatment.
Mrs. Linn was treated for her injuries and taken to the Seven Rivers Regional Medical Center
in Crystal River.

When an animal cotnrol officer arrived, three of the four mastiff dogs were taken for
impounding at the Citrus County Animal Services shelter. The fourth dog was not taken.
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