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Pit bull the only suspect in house fire  
November 21, 2005  
 
JAMESTOWN, N.D. -- 
A pit bull left home 
alone jumped on top of 
a stove and started a 
fire that caused about 
$2,000 in damage, 
officials said.  

''It's kind of a freak 
accident,'' said Fire 
Department Capt. Jim 
Reuther.  

The dog named Satchel 
climbed on the stove 
and stepped on a push-
button control, which 
turned on a burner, said 
the dog's owner, Josh 
Larson. The burner 
ignited something 
plastic on the stove top.  

''I just can't believe it,'' Larson said. ''It's just unreal.''  

Firefighters extinguished the blaze. No other residents of the apartment 
building were affected.  

Larson, who was at work at the time, said his main concern was Satchel.  

The dog ran off but was found a few blocks away about five hours later, 
shaking with fear.  
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