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Defending 1e 't Bull

Don’t believe everythi. - youread nd hear

autlmr.Pitbu"sgctn‘t::.;.-. ap By. | Young
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It was impxssible to feel inghtened for long, though; the

'J“Illl.ni_:}}“'l';-. W i-ll-:.ll-tlnu I E. .”'l.il One car []I-ll <t erect W II]-!L'

l:|1c ﬂ.uihcr slumped lazily overa sparkly brown eye were almost

;;“}‘L:flf:; g L}m.“?[ oone knecand gently held my hand out

ecaii) ‘-wcr:. 1€ came ur:lmt-;l-jllh.lzﬁ. to me and licked at my
¢ the last Pup'-n.'i:: in the Mogive Desert.
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says the

apartment complex owned the perky pooch, sol let her hang
out with me all day. That night, as I lifted her intoan Animal
Control paddy wagon, I whispered to her, “Don’t worry, ['ll
visit you every day until I'm allowed to adopt you.” I was
blissfully unaware of Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s no-adoption
}‘H‘llh.‘}' for pil bulls. I had Just sentenced my m‘wdf.r.‘;h} death.
Animal Control’ no-adoption policy is just one example
of the bad rap that pit bulls get. To listen to news reports of
pit bull attacks, it’s casy to believe thatit’s entirely deserved,
but thosc of us who have owned and cared for these intells
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gent, allectronate animals know a different
wde of the stors
Pit Bull Rescue Central is an Internet
hased L - roods anganizabon ..i-.‘,,!h',;h‘q.l [ %]
provading responuble education regarding all
things pit bull. PBRC acknow ledges that pit
bulls came into existence thanks to humans
whow anted to create flghh ng dﬂg!ﬁ Accord
ing to its Web site, ww w.pbre.net, “In the
same wuay that Labradors were bred to retrieve
bards, pit bulls were bred to face other dogsin
mortal combat. Not to strongly emphasize
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this fact would be negligent.” 1 i
MMarcy Setter, who chairs PBRUS M.ul.lr:ll:l:;
anl I‘uf*l.u‘ Relations Commuttee, angucs L

is because of this several hundred -yearn long

I"ﬁ‘i“’lhﬂ}: I'l-r.h"[u't' l.II.It E'llt l'ﬂ.l”"-J.r‘r lesas Ill ]

attack humans than most nl|u:r‘!:n1'dm Hr.kli-.

when hlood nimrlf WETC I;*g.l]. .'i-cll.h:r :-.:':;

“doghghting required the owner o b :r.

pit with the dogs. For this reason, Imnurun..r.c.:'

on was never tolerated, and any dog JE ing

signs of it was culled.” Culled equals 1:;1 : ;1. ;
Still. theres nodenying that pﬂhul s ha
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* Custom-designed & built in our local factory
* One-day installation, spotiess cleanup
e Lifetime warranty
» Cal today for FREE in-house estimate
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a pit bull with all o1
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bad reputation It must come lroem T
The most ohvious source of i bl .
are the dogs themselves, or rither the
they look. Some owners and breed e rlr,.:i
|,||crl|"'.1g!"" cans and tails, which lend 4
unique Jook that to some people i ternfy, ;
_JHM lj_n.-.-x that look as l.huug]"r l!'i:'} are t;"":.t
for mauling and 1t far casier 1
monster than a fnendly pooch

But a dog, evena pit bull, cares """-'}Llhﬂq
its looks. Petey, of Little Rascals fame i

bull with all of his oniginal h“d}, P T

finding anybody witha Petey phobyy
The dog’s aggresaive look and g

against it in other ways, too. Pir bull. o

hﬂcﬂl’ﬂt PG'['JI]IJ.T “lth a '-.'l'l'l‘l_.lm U’E'.w,'l » .
sign of toughness. Walk or drive th

any rough neighborhood in Charlotte 4o
vou'll scc pit bulls b.ar]-::ng, behind %Eﬁ:
link fences. This type of increased d.
encouriges negligent hr:cdlﬂg 10 supply ke
.;j{:g&. lrrfs;mn-.-ihlc OWners f:ul L0 trap ﬂt:r
dogs adequately or, worse, train them tohe
human aggressive. Before you know ¢ ery
disrcputable breeder that can fing 2 myle
and female pit-bull-like dog i Mixing ynd
selling “pit bulls.” According to PRRC ..
other dog advocates, it’s this cycle thar
inherent |}' victous, not the dﬂga

Due in part tot his irresponsible
pit bulls tend to look like a lot ﬂl'ml-.“dng;
In fact, there are over twenty-five beeed,
that are commonly mistaken for pit bell
The boxer is one. The Olde English Bali
dogge is another. The classification “pit bl
15 nu;tl.l.]"}' F u;mg]umcr.l.lum L\-flhrc-;m
the American pit bull terrier, the A
Staffordshire termer, and the Stafford e
bull terricr. With one dog taking the Bame
for the misdeeds of more than twenty-fi,
hrnﬂ,]\, 15l any "-'n-l‘ll!'n.irr W !"ic..l.l' ]i‘l{ ‘“.d*
“pit bull” and “attack™ so much in the sam,
sentence? How many papers would “Gold
en Retnever Attack!™ sell?

It’s become cliché to blame the “'miu'.iu
a vancty of soCicty s injustices, byt na
in lhh Cass LI.L&' 'ri.'ll' t‘u!':‘ipit ] I‘:bnun-g.
2004 ar h‘lr 'i‘i.'r-h‘d 0N Waw n‘_uhrw_d.n ;
with the headline "Pit Bull Mauls 3]’._.1
lﬂd-\ Face | he SSCion l!{ l}‘bc Jﬂh'k ﬂfll
desenbes the attack tf.td-.'thmh-
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(8 and Cma Sith, 17, tricd to pull the hoxer of]
t’j‘.h{JhitILiIL

They pust made 11 uorse,’ IIL&II.I!. “You're not
_m”m‘.i [ anlagonise the ‘{":4'" .

Note that the breed of the d:.‘rgfh.n mfmlr..tl
the child is boxer, not pit bull. “If my pit bull
could walk on water,” says Setter, “the press
would write, ‘Pit Bull Can't Swim.™

Recause people tend to misidentily dogs s
pit bulls, statistics on pil‘huﬂ attacks are mis-
leading. In stressful situations even the author-
ities cannot determine a dog’ breed with any
reliable degree of accuracy, according to Sctte r
Tothe police and bystanders, if it looks likea pit
hulland it attacks somebody; it must bea pit bull.

Personnel at Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s
Animal Control Shelter feel that their poli-
ey of not offering pit bulls for adoption is
carranted AVe just have no idea what the
histories of these animals are,” says one
employee, who preferred not to be identi-
fied. “We don't know where they come from
and we don't know what kind of life they
had before. We can't risk letting a poten-
ially dangerous dog loose in public.”

Dr. Susan Coe, a veterinarian at Animal
Medical Hospital on Monroe Road, says she
understands that a pit bull can be a terrific
family pet under the right circumstances, but
reluctantly agrees with Animal Controls assess-
ment. “Any dog is capable of biting or being
unpredictable,” she explains, "but I'd rather
handle a feroctous Chihuahua, for example,
than a ferocious Rottweiler or pit bull.”

The American Temperament Test Society,
a national organization that evaluates the
temperament of individual dogs and ranks
breeds by the percentage of each that PAsses,
suggests that pit bulls could be less likely to
attack than people think. During the standard
ALTS exam, the dog is placed on a loose six-
foot lead and exposed to all sorts of external
stimuly, such as children and cats. Il the dog
reactsadversely toany part of the test, it fails.
The ﬁm has tested over 25,000 dogs and
according toits statistics. 82.7 percent of all pit
bulls passed. Compare this to the standard
chrauzer — b4.7 percent, the cocker spaniel
— 515 percent, and the dachshund (AKA,

Wicner dog") — 76.85 percent. Even the
Eﬁldm_fﬂﬁtvﬂn that bastion of man’-best-
fnﬁtnd]mm, narrowly loses to the pit bull
withan 82:5 percent passing rate.
upii:::si:}lfiﬁ;lhﬂ; has hcr:npa shift in public
i h:-ﬁ:t o0gs. As :ﬂln::ss to how far

[im-: 01:;55 "-l'.‘! Eﬂﬂ‘u‘.'-. P\fltﬁllt‘;’k.!xml{:d an
:; 1 ﬂlf ‘;’::;533{ l:ifpll blf“ﬁ and their own-

Lraswitness to how far they have yet
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L hsss report Stales that thes p.uJ:*L are W Ih'l}'it'_'n
i Ih'H 1!|.'-. PRI 4 ) !1"”. .!.Ei,ll .H}:Hlmlli 15 I
gless. Therean thonsands of r-.'-lj’f. Wi dre imit'.[.'f;
hllnl.ih o cnldren and thar dogsn't HI.IL‘; il n!I.‘ﬂ:;'_”

"I ..1”'! I"uii.: AL ]"-.UJ'"L I.'E [III"- hhi"t H”"I o

attoo of a dog on fris chest write thisarticle aboud the
meangsl Jl-:'_.'n .'::, I;:,.. --; h":c f',.:rlh, I['_-.Juq a mal-
ter of i fk{-rn this ul buall bites you. Good lick, j?il
bull lover.”

[ am convinced that the pit bull 1 found
wandering my neighborhood would have
passed the ATTS temperament exam with fly-
ing colors. By the way, after three grucling days
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of worry over what |1 had done to her, and
thanks in large part to 4 local pit bull rescue
organization®, | managed Lo rescue andd foster
her until. by chance, | met her ariginal owners
That’s where shi is today —fat, happy, tattooed,
spuyed... and very much ahive. 7]
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