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To Whom It May Concern,

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) has been asked to offet our
position on breed specific issucs as they pertain to dogs.

Brecd Specific Legislation (BSL) 38 & common first approach that many communitics
lake. Thankfully, once research is conducted most community leaders correstly
realize that BSL won't solve the problems they face with dangerous dogs. The HSUS
oppoacs |egislation aimed at eradicaling, or strictly regulating, dogs based solely on
their breed for 2 number of reasons.

There arc over 4.5 million dog bites cach ycar. This is an cstimate as there is no
central reporting agency for dog bitcs, thus bresd and other information is not
captured. Out of the millions of bites, about 10-20 are fatal sach year. While
cerainly tragic, it represents a very small number statistically and should nol bs
considercd as 2 besis for sweeping legislatiyve chapges.

Miched G, Lot 0,32, P60, | is imperative that the dog pepulation in the community be understood. ‘o simply

pull numnbers of attacks does nol give an accuratc representation of 4 breed
necessarily. For example, if you review a study that states there have been 5 attacks
by Goldun Retrievers in & community znd 10 attacks by Fit Bulls in thart game
community it would appeur that pit bulls are more dangerouns. Bat, if you look at

AN Ll PAE emanthis dog populations in thal conmnily and learn that there are 50 Golden Retrievers
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prescnt and 500 Pit Bulls, then (he Pit Bulls arc actually the sufer breed statistically.

While brecd is one {actor that contribntes Lo 8 dog's temperement, jt along canuot be
used to predict whether a dog may posc a danger to his or her community. A
Scplember 2000 study published in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
Association (VetMed Today; Speciul Report) further illustrates tns point. The eport
detiils dog bite releted [aralitics jn the United States from 1373 through 1998, and
roveals thal over the nincteen years examined in the study at least twunly-ﬂ'{n
difforent breeds or crossbreeds of dogs have been involved in futally wnundmg 2
huroan being. Breeds cited range from the ofi-maligned pit bulls and yottweilers 10 the
legendary “forever loyel” breed of St. Bemards. The n-tud}"waﬂ canducted by & group
of veterinariuns. medical doctors, and psychology and public health experts.
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The main conclusion of the stud

sion of the study was that breed specific legislati :
scvcuim reasons including the inheyent problems i;ph}ingmﬁc lt:whhmmin m;:;lmud.k o
o Emu“&"mt - ofbreed:-epucilic legislation difficulr at best; the Taet that fatal
i TESE i ery small portion of bite-relatod injuries, and should not be the mejor

ﬁ‘i’:ﬂa’s pu nﬂguliuy; and specifically noted that non-breed specific legialation

already and offers promise for i :
that study for your § o Prevation of dog bites. Ihave enclosed u copy of

Two decades ago, pit bulls and rotrweil] Tecent i

1o no concern. Af that time it wos the Dmﬁchm wmzlﬁnﬁh%ﬁﬂii:h
YEars ugo o one hnd heard of the Presa Canario breed, involved m the tragic, fota] attack
on Diane Whipple in Californla in January of 2001, Now that breed is being sought by
n?.dmd_u.nis_whn desire (he now “killer dog.” Unfmunmir, the “problem dog” at any
glvea tme is often the most populer breed among individuals who tend to be
Lﬂrr;upun;ibla :ii' n:it abusive, jn the control and kecping of their pets. Simply put, if you
i mu:; ml:::ct;.ijl: viduals will just moye on to another one. Banning a breed only speeds

Communities that have bunncd specific brecds have discovered that it has not been the
casy ynawer they Thought it would be, In fect, it has been no answer gt all, In some Ereas,
media hype has actually increased the demeand for do s whose breed is in danger of being
bunncd. Animal control zgencies, cven those (hat are well funded and cquipped, have

found the laws 10 be an enforcement nightmare.

chtn:t}m placed on a specific breed fsil 1o address the larger problems of abuse,
sggression trfmung, and irresponsible dog ownership, Agamm, brecd alons is nol an
adequate indictor of & dog’s propensity 10 bite. Ruther, a dog’s tendency to bite is
product of severa) factors, including but not limited to:

- early socialization, or lack there of, of the dog to people

- sound obedience training for recognition of where he or she “fits” with
regerd to dominanes and people or mistraining for fighting or
increased aggreasion

- genetic mekeup, including breed und strains within a hreed

qualily of care and supervision by the owner (is the dog part of the family

or is she kept chained outside)

current leyels of socialization of the dog with his or her human family

- behayior of the victim

- whether the dog has been spayed or neutered

If the goal is to offer communitics better protection from doga wha arc dangerous, then
thoughtful legislation thet addresses respensible dog keeping is in order. Legislation
aimed &t punishing the owner of the dog rather than punishing the dog is far more
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cifective in reducing the number of dog bites and artacks. Well s [ o b

specific laws offer an eflective and fair solution to the i
mmeci) _ | problem of dangerous dogs in all

Comprehenmive "'dog bite™ legislalion, coupled with beiter consumer education and
fmﬁ.d recponsible pel keeping efforts, would do far more to protect communities than
banning 2 gpeeific hrmd; [ encournge you to read the Commentty Approach 1o Dog Bite
Prevention by the American Velerinary Medical Association, available to be read at:

hitp://www.avina.org/press/dogbite/doghite pdf

The HSUS 18 comumitted to keeping dogs und peoplc safe and is ayailable and willing to
offer guidance and adyice shonld you choose to drafi legislation that will decrease the
incidence of dog biles and aggression.

Also see our websile wynw nodoghbites.org for information. | do hope you will reconsider
your current ban. Plcase Iet me know if I can answer any other questions.

Best wishes,

irector o Outreach
ompanion Animals
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